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Important Voters Meeting Held

tc \l1 "Important Voters Meeting Held
  Three significant issues were decided at the 6/28 voters meeting.  All the issues had been brought up previously before the voters.

A Statement of Confession
   The Statement that was presented in the April meeting and published in the May/June Te Deum was adopted unanimously.  It will, per the Synod’s latest handbook, be sent to the our circuit congregations and the Commission on Theology and Church Relations.  The Statement will also have the documentation on which our Statement is based.

   Once more I say that by adopting this Statement, Trinity has not left the LCMS.  We have, however, stated that we must eventually separate from the Synod if some recent synodical resolutions (affirming participation in prayer services with those we are not in fellowship with, “lay” ministers, making the dispute resolution process above the Bible, giving women authority over men) and some popular practices (open communion, contemporary worship) are not repented of and disciplined.
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The Trinity Te Deum

   Trinity has pledged to work with our brothers and sisters in Christ, toward these ends.  With this in mind, Trinity is committed, as we were in 2002, 2003 and 2004 to submit resolutions calling for repentance and to send delegates to the 2006 district and if possible the 2007 synodical convention.
  We are going out of our way to call our brothers and sisters in Christ to repentance.  We are not “going off half-cocked.”  We are not claiming to be “holier than thou.”  We are committing at least till 2007 to work with our brothers and sisters if they will allow this to happen.


Amending Trinity’s Bylaws

   Article 2, Section 1. Eligibility [for voting membership] was amended as follows:

Any communicant member who is male, at least 18 years of age and is on the roster of active members shall be eligible to apply for Voting Membership.  The roster is maintained by the pastor in consultation with the elders.  Application for membership shall be made at a regular Voters Meeting of the congregation, at which time he shall be required to sign the official copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Congregation.  He shall then be eligible to vote at the next regular Voters Meeting.  To maintain his eligibility, he must remain on the roster of active members and attend all Voters Meetings or be excused by the Executive Director. 

This amendment will prevent people who don’t come regularly to church or voters meetings from stacking a voter meetings when something comes up that they feel strongly about.  Pastors and people are not above manipulating the political assembly of the voters for their personal use.  This amendment will not allow anyone to do this.

   Second, prior to this amendment a man could be absent from divine services for years, yet have a vote to place another member under church discipline.

   Third, this amendment encourages men to be faithful in attending voters meeting.  In the understanding of the LCMS, the voters are not a representative body as our secularly elected leaders are.  This is a common misunderstanding and is always the one appealed to when someone wants women to vote.  They say, “What about the widow?  What about the wife whose husband won’t come?”  No, the voters are not a representative body but the responsible one. When men show up only when it is convenient, that is contrary to our understanding of what a voters assembly is.  Moreover, It is very difficult to run a church when you cannot count on those responsible to be there.  This amendment insures that the ones making the decisions are only those willing to accept the ongoing, difficult, often tedious task of being responsible for the Church. 

   What does it take to remain on the active member roster?  You all already know this.  Attending Divine Services regularly at Trinity.  Those who do not remove themselves from the active member roster.  They may rejoin simply by attending regularly.  Since Christ holds the pastor ultimately responsible and accountable for the souls entrusted to him (Hebrews 13:17) both coming to and going from the active membership roster will be under his care with the board of elders help.

New HVAC

   The voters took the decisive step of replacing our 50+ year old HVAC system.  After hearing the report of a licensed, independent engineer, they resolved to follow his recommendations to get the refrigeration line checked for leaks (to see if it could still be used), to get an asbestos study to see how much remediation will be needed (The engineer estimates the remediation cost to be $7,500 but that cannot be known till the study is done.), and to have detailed plans drawn from which contractors can submit bids.  The cost of these things will be about $7,000. The voters also resolved to follow the engineer’s option 1 which is to upgrade as much as possible the existing system.  He estimates this to cost around $80,000.

   To fund this, the voters  resolved to use the A.J. Paul funds by borrowing against them, and then paying off the loan as the CD’s mature.  The thinking behind this is as follows.  The vacant lots have been increasing in value much more than what money in the bank, even CD’s, has been.  Why get rid of hard assets like land when you have money in the bank earning less than 4%?    

   The windows, floor, and roof too as a result of ordinary wear and tear need to be tended to in the not too distant future. If we plan on staying in this building, which we do, these things are going have to be addressed.
Pietism (P) vs. Lutheranism (L)

tc \l1 "Pietism (P) vs. Lutheranism (L)
The Cross
P
Object of reflection and meditation, in order to experience Jesus

L
The means by which Christ objectively won salvation for all the world

Foundation for Doctrine and Practice

P
‘Christian love,” or how we treat one another

L
Scripture

Being “Born again”

P
The transformation of one’s life which takes place after being saved.

L
Holy Baptism (John 3:3‑5), which gives forgiveness, life and salvation.

Revelation

P
Revelation is confirmed by experience. Therefore, one’s interpretation of Scripture will be determined by events in life.

L
Revelation is given in God’s Word, and Scripture interprets Scripture. The Scriptural interpretation is to be believed, no matter what one experiences.

Emotions
P
Emotional experience is part of revelation.

L
God’s Word is sure, regardless of one’s emotions.

Worship

P
Worship is to be a time of emotional and inspirational uplift. People are involved when they have a part in leading the service.L
Worship is Divine Service, where the Lord objectively gives forgiveness by His means of grace. People are involved by receiving the forgiveness of sins.

Missions

P
Any sort of outreach by Christians.

L
The proclamation of the Gospel by Word and Sacrament.

The Ten Commandments

P
The focus is on the second table of the commandments. The first three commandments are secondary.

L
All the commandments follow from the First Commandment.

Hymns

P Measured by emotional and experiential appeal

L Measured by content of proclamation

Sermon

P
Must he practical, telling Christians how to live their lives and motivating them to do it. (Emphasis on Law)

L
A proclamation of Law and Gospel, for the forgiveness of sins. (Emphasis on Gospel)

Doctrinal Content

P
Doctrine does not matter. All you have to do is believe in Jesus.

L
Pure doctrine is to be preserved. However those who lack pure doctrine may still be saved.

Closed Communion
P
Closed Communion is an offense because it divides Christians and implies superiority. Because doctrine is not important, Closed Communion is an error.

L
Closed Communion is necessary because it is Scriptural. Despite the emotional reactions of some, it is truly a practice of Christian love for one’s neighbor.

Bible Study
P
Must be practical, telling Christians how to live their lives and motivating them to do it. (Emphasis on life)

L
A study of doctrine, to bestow knowledge and strengthen faith. (Emphasis on the faith)

Holy Spirit
P
Seen at work in experience and feeling. Thus something is “spiritual” when it is emotionally gratifying; in other words, the Holy Spirit is measured subjectively.

L
Works through Word and Sacrament to give forgiveness. The Holy Spirit is found in objective means.

Ministry
P
Everyone is a minister to serve as they feel called.

L
The office of pastor is divinely instituted by God, to publicly preach and administer the sacraments. Pastors do not feel called; they are objectively called by God through a congregation. All Christians share their faith and serve in their vocations.
Rev. Tim Pauls

Boise, Idaho
Women pass men in ordination numbers

tc \l1 "Women pass men in ordination numbersThe Lutheran, May, 2005
As the ELCA celebrates the 35th ordination anniversary of women this year, figures show that for the first time the number of women who were ordained has surpassed men. 

The ELCA Department for Research and Evaluation reports that 155 women were ordained in 2003, compared to 151 men. In 2002 and 2001 the numbers were close: 143 men and 140 women, and 156 men and 153 women.

Women have been moving toward equity since Elizabeth Plazt’s 1970 ordination. The breakdown was 354 to 63 in 1980 and 122 in 1990.

Elizabeth Polanzke, pastor of Luther Memorial Lutheran Church, York, Pa., is the first female pastor in five generations of men in her family who were pastors or lay leaders. “The story of ordination of women isn’t a women’s story. It’s a church story,” she told the York Daily Record. “It took the men who saw the expression of the gospel in women’s ministry (to make that happen. They were the ones who had the power and felt moved by the Spirit to do this.” 

“Throughout the 35 years since the first woman was ordained in our predecessor churches women have been strong proclaimers of the word and gracious presiders at the sacraments,” said Stanley Olson, executive director of the ELCA Division for ministry. “I thank God that the numbers [of candidates and ordinands] have begun to reflect the  makeup of the church. This church is enriched because faithful women and men hear and accept the call to 
serve as pastors – and as diaconal ministers, deaconesses and associates in ministry.”  

   The ELCA will celebrate the 35th anniversary of ordination at the Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering in San Antonio in July and at the August Churchwide Assembly in Orlando Fla. 

Me first(
tc \l1 "Me firstA mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5 and Ryan, 3. The boys began to argue over whom would get the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.

“If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.”

Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!”

Mere Monotheism? 

tc \l1 "Mere Monotheism? 
Why Christians, Jews and Muslims Do Not Worship the Same God.

tc \l1 "Why Christians, Jews and Muslims Do Not Worship the Same God.(Continued from March newsletter)

By Todd Wilken
Memo to Jews: Your god isn’t either
Now, you say, Can we really equate the ancient Canaanites with modern‑day Jews? Yes, we can.

Yes, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshiped the same God Christians worship today. Their faith was in the Messiah to come.19 However, by the time of Jesus’ appearing, the vast majority of Jews were practicing Judaism (a religion formed more by the Talmud than the Old Testament), not the faith of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But these Jews still claimed the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as their Father:

They said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. You are of your father the devil and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies. But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me. Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.”

But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well.20

Did Jesus set up a monotheistic halfway house between the true God and the false god of the Jews? No. Now, if the Jews do not worship the one true God, then the Muslims certainly don’t.

Worship in Ignorance = Idolatry
But you ask, In Acts 15, doesn’t Paul allow that some non‑Christians unwittingly worship the true God? Look again at that account. Paul was in Athens. There he found an altar “To An Unknown God.” He told the men of Athens,

What therefore you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is He served by human hands; as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things; and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His offspring.’ Being then the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness 
through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.21
Notice that Paul did not say, “Men of Athens, the god you worship as ‘Zeus’ is really God the Father.” No, Paul affirmed what the Athenians themselves admitted: they were ignorant of God. Their “worship in ignorance” amounted to nothing more than the general sense that something was missing from their pantheon of idols.

Paul said, “What therefore you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.” Was He allowing that they might have been unwittingly or inadequately worshiping the true God? No, the following verses rule that out. Paul said,

We ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.
Paul did not say that they were worshiping the true God. Rather, Paul told them that they had exchanged the truth of God for idolatry. What they were doing did not qualify as worshiping the true God. It was idolatry. Paul affirms this later in Romans, chapter one:

For even though they knew God they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four‑footed animals and crawling creatures.22
This is idolatry, not worship of the true God. Paul concluded, “They did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer”23
One God, three persons ‑ All or None
Fourth, the callers’ ‑argument confuses Scripture’s teaching on the Trinity. Mere Monotheism assumes that the “creator god” worshiped by Jews and Muslims is the first person of the Trinity, God the Father. This assumption is unsupported by Scripture.

The divine persons of the Trinity cannot he affirmed or denied separately, nor can they be worshiped separately. The Athanasian Creed makes this clear:

The Catholic faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the persons, nor dividing the substance. (the whole three Persons are coeternal together, and coequal: so that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshiped. He, therefore, that will he saved must thus think of the Trinity.
More importantly, Scripture clearly teaches that to deny the Son (as Jews and Muslims do) is to deny the Father:

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” Philip said to him, Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father...”24
Jesus said that He is the only way to know and come to the Father. Therefore, when He said, “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father,” He was also saying, “If you do not know Me, you do not know My Father.” When He said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father,” He was also saying, “He who has not seen Me has not seen the Father.” Or, as John puts it:

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.25
With the Trinity, it is all or none. It is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, or it is a false god.

No Jesus, no God( Know Jesus, know God
Let’s review. The callers’ argument is unscriptural in several ways:

+
It fails to distinguish between natural knowledge of God and worship of God,

+
It misapplies Scripture’s teaching that there is only one God,

+
It ignores Scripture’s teaching that non‑Christians 
worship false gods, and

+
It confuses Scripture’s teaching on the Trinity.

But the callers’ argument is unscriptural in another, most important way. It leaves Jesus out of the equation.

Do Jews reject Jesus, but still worship the Father? No. Do Muslims reject Jesus, but still worship the true God? No. Apart from Jesus, there is no true knowledge or worship of God the Father.

Did Jesus allow that the Jews who rejected Him might be unwittingly or inadequately worshiping the God He called “Father”? No. The Jews rejected Jesus and thereby rejected the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Jesus told them,

The Father who sent Me, He has borne witness of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form. And you do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.26
Jews and Muslims are in the same boat when it comes to Jesus. Both reject Him. Yes, they admit that He was a great prophet in the line of Moses and the other prophets. But they reject what those prophets said about Jesus. Likewise, both Jews and Muslims reject what the prophet Jesus said about Himself:

You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me.... Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses in whom you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?27
Jesus is more than a prophet. He is the fulfillment of prophecy. He is the Son of God in human flesh. He is the Sacrifice for sin. He is the Savior of the world.

And He was saying to them, “You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world. I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins.”28
Jesus is not just a way to the Father. He is the way—the only way. Can one claim to worship the one true God, while denying Jesus Christ? Jesus’ answer is No.

No Mere Monotheists
Scripture has something to say to Mere monotheists, James writes, “You believe that God is one. You do well the demons also believe, and shudder”29 The Mere monotheist is just another idolater. He has the number right, but the identity wrong. He knows how many, but not Who.

Christians are not Mere monotheists. Christians are not monotheists with a Trinitarian twist. Christians worship “one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the persons, nor dividing the substance.”

We cannot know or worship a single person of the Trinity apart from the other two. There is no detour past Jesus or His words, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father but through Me.”

Again, the question is this: Can one claim to worship the one true God, while denying Jesus Christ? The answer is No.

Monotheistic Dead‑Ends
There are false “gods.” They take many forms. Some are bizarre; others are more respectable monotheistic counterfeits of the true God. Some are figments of the imagination; others are demons disguised. All are idols.

There is false worship. False worship is nothing more than man’s futile efforts to win the favor of his false gods. Works, offerings, sacrifices and prayers ‑ all of this worship is as false as the gods it seeks to please.

There is only one true God. That God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is revealed and known and worshiped only through Jesus Christ.30
There is true worship of that one true God. That worship is nothing less than full access to, and fellowship with, the Father through Spirit‑wrought faith in the incarnate, crucified and risen Son, Jesus Christ, the one mediator between God and man.

All other roads—even the monotheistic ones—lead away from God, to the dead end of idolatry.
19 John 8:56—58

20 John 8:41—47;

     John 15:21—24

21 Acts 17:23—31

22 Romans 1:21—23

23 Romans 1:28

24 John 14:6—9a; 

     John 6:36—40

25 2 John 1:9

26 John 5:37—38

27 John 5:39, 44—47

28 John 8:23—24

29 James 2:19

30 John 1:18

31 John 14:6—7;

     Ephesians 2:14—18;

     Hebrews 4:16; 10:19—22; 12:22—24

     1 John 4:1—3;

     1 Timothy 2:5—6
