	NEWS
	The Trinity Te Deum

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	LETTER
	

	Vol. 7  No. 5

August 28, 2005
	The Newsletter of Trinity Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas


September/October 2005

INSIDE

Statement of Confession 
1

Active Membership List
1

Advent/Lent Service
2

Special Dinner Reformation Sunday October 30, Noon
2

The Pattern for Everyday Prayer
2

WOMEN INTO MILITARY COMBAT?
3

Thoughts on Saying the Creed
3

THE PASCHAL CANDLE; ITS HISTORY AND MEANING
4

WHAT?
5

Understanding the Doctrines

Trinity Lutheran Church

1207 West 45th Street

Austin, Texas 78756 

512.453.3835

www.trinityaustin.com

Published bi-monthly.

Deadline for articles is the 15th of the even months. 

All articles must be approved by Rev. Paul R. Harris. 

Statement of Confession 

The Trinity Te Deum

Our Statement of Confession, with citations from synodical publications to show the basis for our Statement, was mailed to the three other congregations of our circuit and to the Commission on Theology and Church Relations.  The CTCR responded with a letter saying they had received it and would give a copy to all members.  The district president sent us a copy of the letter he had sent to the Commission on Constitutional Matter asking what steps a dissenting congregation should take under Bylaw 1.8.2 of The LCMS Handbook 2004.  He and our circuit counselor do not think that this bylaw applies to congregations but pastors.  They both feel I should have taken these matters to my fellow pastors first.  With that in mind, my circuit counselor has asked me to present our Statement of Confession to the monthly meeting of the Austin area pastors on September 20.  Myself and the elders believe this is something I should do.  Our circuit counselor, quite affably, asked what he could do to help me in my State of Confession.  I replied, “Put me on a floor committee for the 2006 district convention.”  He said he would ask the district president to do this.  I told him that by the latter part of September I could have a lay delegate from the voters whom would also like to be appointed.  Please continue to commend our confessing to the Lord in prayer.

Active Membership List

It has been years since the church office published a membership roster.  We will be producing one by October 1.  This will be an active membership roster.  Those whom the elders and myself consider to be active members of our congregation will be on it.  These are simply those who attend divine services here regularly.  The dictionary defines “regularly” as doing something “habitually or consistently.” Those not on the roster are to ask before attending the Lord’s Table.  Also those absent from the active membership list will not be automatically transferred or peacefully released from Trinity or married or buried by Trinity.  All of these are privileges of members in good standing.  Those who absent themselves from the divine service for years are not members in good standing.  As a faithful shepherd of sheep, I cannot act as if those who stay away from the sheepfold are no different from the sheep I see week in and week out.  Jesus plainly says, “My sheep hear My voice.”  As we

all confess in the Large Catechism, “But those who pay no attention to it and do not come of their own accord, we let them go their way.  Let them be sure of this, however, that we do not regard them as Christians” [LC, V, 470: 27].  Strong words but true.  What would you think of a doctor who told you that your terminal illness was only a cold?  Despising preaching and His Word is a terminal sin; really  it’s the most serious of all sins because it’s a sin against  the only  cure for all sins.

Advent/Lent Service


[image: image1.wmf]
Special midweek divine services are held during the seasons of repentance, Advent and Lent.  They are on Wednesdays.  We are going back to a 7:30 PM start.  Generally, they will be done by 8:15 PM and you could be home by 8:30 PM.  As I have said in all four of my congregations, if we do not keep this tradition going and pass it on to our children, it will be lost.  Historically, among the Lutherans, the midweek services were teaching services that went over the Catechism.  As you will see by the Advent/Lent schedule elsewhere in this newsletter, I keep this tradition.  Please help me to do this.  Don’t tell me how hard it is to fit them in; every pastor would tell you that the most stressful time in his ministry is Advent and Lent.  Don’t tell me your kids have homework; my kids do too and often they bring it to church and work on it in the library before service.  Don’t tell me that it’s too late for your kids; we let our kids stay up late on special occasions.  A divine service is a special occasion.  This is the long and the short of it.  We have quite a few older folks who faithfully attend the evening special services.  As they age, it becomes harder for them to drive at night, so they can’t come.  If these special services are to continue, it is up to the younger ones to “catch” the tradition.  I publish the dates of these services months in advance, so you might plan accordingly.  A mother just called me today asking when the services were so she could keep her child’s schedule open for them.  Now that is a real joy to hear, and helps me more than I can say.

Special Dinner Reformation Sunday October 30, Noon
Ike Johnson likes cooking special dinners particularly on festival days of the Church.  He and I have agreed to have one on Sunday, October 30 after the Reformation Service.  This is also the Sunday that I would like to receive new members.  These meals are funded by free will offering.  They are special in that most of what Ike fixes is not on my day to day menu.  It is a real adventure in eating.  All are invited.


No doubt you noticed this new addition to our bulletin cover.  It is a symbol from the Lutheran Reformation.  It stands for the Latin Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum which translates to The Word of the Lord Endures Forever.  It first appeared in the court of Frederick the Wise in 1522. He had it sewn onto the right sleeve of the court’s official clothing.  It became the official motto of the Smalcaldic League being used on flags, banners, swords, and uniforms as a symbol of the unity of the Lutheran laity who were struggling to defend their beliefs, communities, families and lives against those who were trying to destroy them (Concordia, p. 28).  I thought it a fitting symbol for our time and congregation.  

You probably also noticed that earlier this summer the bulletin cover was different.  The Trinity logo was changed.  We had been using one from a book.  The new one comes from a piece of glass art work I found in my office.  I don’t know who made it, but it appears it was designed for our congregation.  The secretary transferred it from glass to copy. 
The Pattern for Everyday Prayer

Wednesday  11/30 7:30 PM

A Prayer for Every Day

Wednesday  12/07 7:30 PM

A Father for Every Day

Wednesday  12/14 7:30 PM

Every Day Has His Name on It

Ash Wednesday  03/01 7:30 PM

Every Day His Kingdom Comes

Wednesday  03/08 7:30 PM

Every Day His Will is Done

Wednesday  03/15 7:30 PM

Every Day We Need Our Bread & His

Wednesday  03/22 7:30 PM

Every Hour of Every Day We Need Forgiveness

Wednesday  03/29 7:30 PM

Every Day Temptations Abound

Wednesday  04/05 7:30 PM

Every Day We Need to be Defended from Evil

Maundy Thursday  04/13 7:30 PM

Every Day Our Father Has What it Takes

Good Friday  04/14 7:30 PM

Every Day Can End With Amen

Easter  04/16 10:30 AM

Prayer in the New Day


WOMEN INTO MILITARY COMBAT?

Calvary Contender

July 2005
Current Department of Defense regulations exclude women from ground combat, as well as from assignment to forward support units that collocate(Much of the demand for women in combat comes from female officers who are eager to obtain medals and promotions. Enlisted women are acutely aware of the heavy lifting that must be done by combat infantry. Putting women into combat is the cutting edge of the feminist goal to force us into an androgynous society. Feminists are determined to impose on us what Gloria Steinem called “liberation, biology” that pretends all male‑female differences are culturally imposed by discriminatory patriarchy. Women, on average, have only 60 per cent of the physical strength of men, are about 6 inches shorter and survive basic training only by the subterfuge of being graded [in some areas] on effort rather than on performance. These facts, self‑evident to anyone who watches sports competitions are only some of the many sex differences confirmed by scholarly studies(Every country that has experimented with women in actual combat abandoned the idea, and the notion that Israel uses women in combat is a feminist myth. The Army wonders why it can’t meet its recruitment goals. It could be that the current 15 percent female quota is a turn‑off to men who don’t want to fight alongside women who can’t carry a wounded man off the battlefield([Phyllis Schlafly, Chr. View of the News]

Thoughts on Saying the Creed

CONCORDIA JOURNAL/OCTOBER 2001
We recited the Apostles’ Creed in church yesterday, and it was wonderful. I was so glad when the pastor prompted me to stand up, open my mouth, and say out loud what I believe—”right there in front of God and all these people,” as my father used to say. As I spoke the words, I could hear the voices of my wife and my children, speaking the same words, announcing the same trust and hope. A big part of my joy at that moment in the service came from knowing that the people I love the most share what I value the most.

I have also become more acutely aware over the past few years that the creed is something that trumps our individualism and connects us to the rest of Christendom (whether we like it or not!). I suppose no Christian has ever really said “I believe(” alone. As I spoke the familiar words yesterday morning, I heard the echoes of other voices, some of the dead and others of those living but separated, and I was privileged to be invited to share their company.
Interestingly what excited me was not any sense that I as an individual (or all of us together, for that matter) was doing something great or heroic. I know we sometimes talk about “putting Jesus at the center of our lives,” and I know what we mean by that. But the sensation yesterday was less like us putting Jesus anywhere, and more like the universe grabbing us and shaping us so that we acknowledge how things simply are. We were not “putting Jesus in the center” any more than we could, by joint effort, have put the sun in the center of the solar system.

Viewed in this light, confessing the creed is about as daring and heroic as “confessing” gravity or the multiplication tables! It may not seem exciting or romantic to simply admit that the world is the ways it is and that God is who He says He is. Yet that is what G. K. Chesterton called the “romance of orthodoxy,” and it is daring only because the world is full of various crazy and deadly denials of reality. In a world where people persist in jumping off buildings and cannot count their fingers in front of their own eyes, a reality check like the creed is pretty bracing after all!

I will tell you what it was like to say the creed yesterday It was like a man on a long hike stopping to get his bearings. “That way’s north,” he says to himself as he checks the sky and glances at his compass. “And that high mountain is still to my left, and that means the river is behind that lower ridge (even thought I can’t see it right now). So my path goes this way, and I’ll have to make my way around that little rock outcrop over there(” The man does not “put” the stars or the mountain or the river where they belong but simply stops to look at them and depend on them in order to figure out where he is and where he needs to go from there. That is important stuff to do when you’re hiking if you do not want to get very seriously lost. Saying the creed is a way of getting our bearings in the universe lest we become what novelist Walker Percy called “lost in the cosmos.”

So it was really a very moving moment for me yesterday And the very intensity of the emotions got me to wondering why something as “normal” as saying the creed should moisten my eye with overwhelming feelings of joy, gratitude, awe, humility, and renewed courage. I do not usually think of myself as a sentimental guy.

But far more was at work here than sentimentality I think I reacted that way, at least in part, because saying the creed is not as “normal” as it used to be. I have no idea what the statistics are or what percentage of churches today use “contemporary” or “blended” liturgies that do not necessarily or always include the creed. In some services worshipers are invited to confess their faith in other ways and with different words. Does anybody actually know how many of our churches, for one reason or another, do not have people standing up and reciting the Apostles’ (or the Nicene) Creed on a given Sunday morning? My home congregation is one of those that sometimes does not.

I know that being creative in worship often means that we are under tight time constraints. And I am no knee‑jerk traditionalist—if I ever had any tendencies in that direction, a good long stint in Africa seems to have cured me. But honestly, not everything from the service yesterday was important enough that I will want it repeated beside my deathbed, important enough that I will make sure my children hear it from me and remember it, or important enough to die for. The creed is.

So I was glad to stand up and speak the words in church yesterday. We needed it (or I did, at least). Maybe we should do it more often. And someday, I hope somebody comes and speaks it with me when I cannot speak for myself anymore. Saying the creed helps me make sure my kids hear it and can say it, too. It gets me ready for the hard times, so I do not wimp out if I am thrown into the heat of battle or forget about those who are.

William W. Schumacher
THE PASCHAL CANDLE; ITS HISTORY AND MEANING

The highest Point of The Church Year is The Easter Vigil. In early Christian times this began on Holy Saturday, in the evening, and continued through the night until dawn, it was necessary to have candles in order to see. From this practical usage came the present use of hand candles in our Vigil. Fire was long a religious symbol, before Christianity. It had mystical connotations, and seemed to primitive peoples to be miraculous. This fascination for fire was Christianized when the flame took on the significance of Christ, The Light Of The World.

The idea to have a huge Paschal Candle was conceived somewhere around The 5th Century A.D. It was lighted to represent The Resurrection of Christ, and carried in procession amidst shouts of “He is risen! Alleluia! He is risen! indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!” Christ is pictured in this way as leading His people out of the darkness of sin and death and into the light of eternal life. It is comparable to The “Pillar of Fire” which accompanied The Israelites as they fled from the bondage in Egypt to the freedom of the Sinai desert. So we go from death to life, from bondage to freedom.

This release from bondage is actually accomplished in our Baptism, by which we are buried with Christ and arise with Him a new person. So The Easter Vigil is the time that The Ancient Church administered The Sacrament of Holy Baptism to adult converts. That is still the focal Point of The Vigil today. All present also renew their own Baptismal Vows, and the blessed water is kept for use at any Baptisms which may occur during the rest of The Year. At each Baptism The Paschal Candle is lighted again, to show the connection to Christ’s Resurrection. It is lit at funerals to show that the life and light of Christ still reigns even when a Christian dies. 

+Symbols on The Paschal Candle 
+

THE CROSS: Our Lord’s instrument of death, by which He paid the price for our sins.

THE ALPHA & OMEGA: (at the top and bottom of The Cross) The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, meaning Christ is the beginning and the end, the eternal God.

THE DIAMOND‑SHAPED OBJECTS: Wax nails, put into The Cross to symbolize Christ’s Five Holy Wounds (hands, feet, and side). Each hole has a grain of incense in it, to show that these Wounds are now glorified.

WHAT?
A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to their six‑year‑old daughter and said, “Would you like to say the blessing?” “I wouldn’t know what to say,” the girl replied. “Just say what you hear Mommy say,” the wife answered. The daughter bowed her head and said, “Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?”

Understanding the Doctrines

This chart shows what various denominations teach regarding sin and forgiveness
GOOD NEWS, Issue 20

ROMAN CATHOLIC
What do they say about sin?
The Catechism of the Catholic Church officially teaches that “human nature has not been totally corrupted: it is wounded in the natural powers proper to it; subject to ignorance, suffering, and the dominion of death: and inclined to sin – an inclination to evil that is called ‘concupiscence” (#405)
What does this mean?
In the Roman Catholic view, sin is not an incurable cancer but merely a viral infection or a flesh wound. Since “human nature has not been totally corrupted,” they say, you have some powers or capabilities to heal yourself from your sin.

What do they say about forgiveness?
According to official Roman Catholic teaching, you may believe that you are somewhat spiritually healthy and, therefore, you can participate in your own spiritual healing. If you are not completely sick with sin, then you can easily believe that God’s grace “is needed to arouse and sustain our collaboration in justification through faith” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2001).

What difference does this make?
If you are healthy enough to collaborate in obtaining forgiveness from God (justification), then you only need part of Jesus and only some of His healing medicine. However, the Bible says, “He saved us [that is, forgave us] not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy” (Tit. 3:5).

 REFORMED
What do they say about sin? Reformed church bodies officially confess in the Westminster Confession that “from this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions”

(Ch. VI, IV).

What does this mean?
The reformed teaching agrees with the Bible’s diagnosis of sin. You were conceived and born in sin. (see Ps. 51:5), and you can say with St. Paul: “I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh” (Rom. 7:18).

What do they say about forgiveness?
The Westminster Confession explains that “God did, from all eternity, decree to justify all the elect, and Christ did, in the fullness of time, die for their sins, and rise again for their justification” (Ch. XI, IV). This means that God does not choose to forgive all people, but only the elect, as if He were a doctor who arbitrarily chooses to heal some, but lets others suffer and die!

What difference does this make?
The Bible, however, says: Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom. 5:6), and “God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). God does not limit His healing forgiveness to certain “elect” people, but He “desires all men to be saved [forgiven]” (1 Tim. 2:4)

ARMINIAN (BAPTISTS, ETC.)
What do they say about sin?

The Baptist faith and Message says that human beings “inherit a nature and an environment inclined toward sin. Therefore, as soon as they are capable of moral action, they become transgressors and are under condemnation.”

What does this mean?
For Baptists and many others, people may be “carriers” of sinful cancer, but their disease (sin) lies dormant until they come to a certain age. They say that you do not need the healing of forgiveness until you are older!

What do they say about forgiveness?
The Baptists say “salvation(is offered freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer” (Baptist Faith and Message). That is, you must decide to ask for the healing medicine of forgiveness before God will give it to you.

What difference does this make?
God says something different in His Word, the Bible. God gives His healing forgiveness in Jesus Christ to all people (Jn. 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:4), and this promise of forgiveness “is for you and your children” (Acts 2:39). Even faith itself is a gift from God (Eph. 2:8; Jm. 1:17)

LUTHERAN
What do they say about sin?

The Augsburg Confession teaches with the Bible that “from birth [all human beings] are full of evil lust and inclination and cannot by nature possess true fear of God and true faith in God.” This is an “innate disease” that “condemns to God’s eternal wrath all who are not in turn born anew through baptism and the Holy Spirit” (AC, Art. II, Kolb‑Wengert).

What does this mean?
Sin is not just something that you do; it is an incurable cancer that you are born with and that you struggle with every day, as St. Paul confessed, the “sin which dwells in me” (Rom. 7:20). You need complete and total help from Jesus Christ, the Divine Physician, so that you can be healed (see Matt. 9:12).

What do they say about forgiveness?
Sin is an incurable disease, “we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God out of grace for Christ’s sake through faith [which is a gift from God, Eph. 2:8] when we believe that Christ has suffered for us and that for our sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal life are given to us” (AC Art. IV, 1‑2. Kolb‑Wengert).

What difference does this make?
God’s forgiveness in Christ is like healing medicine that restores you and makes you “alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:11) because “by His scourging we are healed” (Is. 53:5). “In Him [not in ourselves!] we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished on us” (Eph. 1:7‑8). +
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