
Celebrate good times, come on! (Let's celebrate)
Celebrate good times, come on! (Let's celebrate)

There's a party goin' on right here
A celebration to last throughout the years
So bring your good times, and your laughter too
We gonna celebrate your party with you

   That’s what Kool and the Gang have been singing since 1980.  An editorial in a past Austin American Statesman should have been read with that music thumping in the background.  It said that Thanksgiving ought to be in March in Austin because of all the things Austinites may do: the Star of Texas Fair and Rodeo, SXSW, and the UIL basketball championships.  I’m sure many of you, perhaps most of you enjoy one or more.  Every major city I’ve been around: Detroit, New Orleans, and here have a staple of these events, and though this may offend you, I see little difference between these and Rome’s Coliseum games.  Granted no one dies in the modern games except perhaps intellectually.  And isn’t the purpose of the “games” of all times to keep the populous occupied, happy, numb to what’s going on?

   Satan sure purposes this.  He wants you happy in your lost condition.  He wants you content with this vale of tears.  He wants you celebrating with the world.  Well then, he must be miserable this April and May.  This April has 4 of the 7 Sundays of Easter where we shall positively wallow in the forgiveness, life, and salvation that we prepared for in our Lent of repentance.  But wait there’s more.   Not only will you get 4 of the 7 Sundays of Easter in April, you will get the high holy days, the extreme festivals of Ascension, Pentecost, and the Holy Trinity in May!

   Do you see the difference between our festivals and the worlds?  The world offers you something to do to dull the pain, forget the pain, live with the pain of its fallen-ness.  The Church offers special festivals that celebrate God in Christ doing mighty things for you!  On Ascension we celebrate Christ ascending into heaven to reign as a Man “for us men and our salvation.”  On Pentecost, we celebrate Christ pouring out His Spirit on all flesh - every man, woman, and child - through His Church.  On Holy Trinity, we celebrate the joy of a mystery made known to us in Christ that we can recognize but not rationalize, adore but not explain.

   What?  Shouldn’t I, can’t I go to these celebrations in the world?  Certainly, you are free in Christ to live in the world while being free of it.  My point is you have need of nothing but parsley.  Let me explain.

   Parsley was an emblem of victory to the ancient Corinthians.  They crowned the victors in their games with it.  However, the neighboring people of Syracuse adorned the graves of their dead with parsley, so they had a saying for those deathly ill, “He has need of nothing but parsley.”  So when the Corinthians went to battle alongside those from Syracuse, the Syracusans were taken aback by all the displays of parsley.  This was an omen of death to them, but an omen of victory to the Corinthians.

   Most of the world, particularly the agnostic, atheistic world thinks going to church is an ill omen.  It is something women and weak men do.  Something that only the old, sick, and ignorant do.  What is a sure sign to the world that you are near death, heading to death, or have given up on life is going to church.  But this omen of death to them is an omen of life to us.  Our life is not in the festivals, parties, and pleasures of this life.  Our life, our joy, our peace, our party is in and with Christ.  To the world, Christ is one big “you must” and “you must not.”  He is one big, “No!”  To those saved by Christ, He is one big, “Yes!”  One big “you may” and “you can.”
   We need nothing but Christ.  He is our parsley.  He indicates death alright; our old sinful nature is dead in Him: dead to sin, dead to the world, dead to the Devil, dead to death.   Christ also indicates victory to us.  Our new man is victorious over sin, death, the Devil, and the world.  

  Here’s hoping we’ll have parsley at our Ascension feast and all year long.

Jesus Just Wants to Give You a Hug?

By Todd Friel http://www.christianworldviewnetwork.com/article.php/2749/Todd_Friel
Posted: 11/26/2007 

Over thirty years ago, the great philosopher Paul McCartney asked, “What’s wrong with silly love songs?”  Having given this over three decades of serious consideration (OK, at least several months), I have Sir McCartney’s answer.  

It depends.

If you want to fill the world with silly love songs, there’s nothing wrong with that.  But if you want to fill the church with them, I say, “Stop it!”

Tune into your “get you through your day” Christian music station and you will hear grown men, whining like love sick puppies, “Nothing else can take your place, or feel the warmth of your embrace.”  Who are they singing to? The One who holds the universe together by the power of His word, or a chick?
Take the Quiz
Here are six phrases from six contemporary songs.  Can you pick which phrases belong to secular songs and which to the sacred?

1. All I need to do is just be me, being in love with you.

2. My world stops spinning round, without you.

3. I never want to leave; I want to stay in your warm embrace.

4. I’m lost in love.

5. Now and forever, together and all that I feel, here's my love for you.

6. You say you love me just as I am.

The first three are from a popular Christian band called Big Daddy Weave, the second half are from Air Supply.  

More and more of our Christian music is sounding one note: Jesus loves you soooooo much.  Do I doubt for a second that Jesus loves His children? Nope, but it depends on what your definition of “love” is.

God “agape” loves His children.  Agape love is not an emotions based, warm and fuzzy kind of love.  Agape love is a self sacrificing, “I will help you despite how I feel” love.

William Tyndale was the first translator to use the word “love” for agape.  Prior to the 16th century, the word “charity” best described agape.  Leaving that debate aside, since Tyndale’s time, the English definition for love has expanded.  Our modern day use of love ranges from a love for an object to physical love/sex (eros love).  I love that new car.  I love that girl.  I love that God.  That God loves me.

Not only do we use “love” in romantic ways to sing about God, we have added other romantic phrases to our Christian music repertoire: hold me, embrace me, feel you, need you.  This criticism is not new, in fact, it has existed since Godly men began endeavoring to sing anything but the Psalms.

John Wesley considered an “amatory phrase” to be language that was more feelings based love than self-sacrificing agape love.  John deleted “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” from one of his brother Charles’ collections because it was too romantic sounding.

Amatory Phrasing
Not only are musicians guilty of writing amatory phrases, but they are singing with amatory phrasing.  Christian men sing with such romantic longing and neediness it makes me want to scream, “Man up!”

Christian women are singing with such throaty breathiness you would think they had just run from their home to the studio.  To whom exactly are they singing? Brad Pitt or the Savior?

There are two consequences to this “Jesus is my boyfriend/girlfriend” music.  Needy, emotional women continue to need more counseling, self help books and conferences where they can spread their wings and soar.  Men simply are not showing up for church.  It is my belief they simply can’t stand the mood manipulating worship times designed to help them “feel the Lord’s embrace.”

Musical Mermaids
Without theology in music, we are offering fluff that will not comfort when bridges collapse and test reports are negative.  Songwriters could provide true hope if they would write about the sovereignty of God rather than crying about “how safe I feel when Jesus is holding me.”

Charles Spurgeon had the same criticism of “Hymns for Heart and Voice” published in 1855.  He condemned the hymns as being “little better than mermaids, nice to look at but dangerous because they cannot deliver what they promise.”

Is there anything wrong with being reminded that our God is our help from ages past?  Of course not, the Psalms are loaded with promises of God’s comfort.  But unlike the Psalms (and theology based hymns), contemporary music is void of the reason why we should not worry.  We do not worry because someone purrs that we shouldn’t fret, but because God is our shelter in the stormy blast and our eternal home.  Our comfort comes from knowledge, not caterwauling.

If you enjoy a silly love song now and then, knock yourself out.  But leave them where they belong, in the world or in the bedroom, not in the church.

All Sewn Up

Rev. Scott R. Murray

Memorial Lutheran Church (LCMS) Houston, TX

If our hearts are set on the things of this world, Scripture tells us that we are the most pitiable persons. Yet, the majority of the people of our acquaintance know nothing but the things of this world. They will leave behind a legacy of financial well- being and spiritual ruin to their families. Seldom will they leave their children and grandchildren a legacy of faith in Christ and sacrificial service to the church. Such people give no thought to the things of the kingdom of Christ, the resurrection of the flesh, or the life of the world to come. Such things are passed off as insignificant as long as their 401(k) is fully funded. We Christians should offer up a secret prayer when we see such pitiable persons, first asking God that such unbelief might be repented of and that we ourselves would not fall into such misbelief, shame and vice.

I want most of all to bequeath the faith of Christ and the hope of the world to come to my children (and, I hope and pray, my grandchildren). There is nothing more important that I can give them. My children often surprise me with the strength and solidity of their Christian confession. But I shouldn’t be surprised because they have been given Christ at every opportunity both at home, church, and in Lutheran schools. Christ the risen Lord is their Lord. They have a hope that transcends earthly conditions and its life.

The confession of the resurrected Christ must continue to be at the center not only of our Christian family life, but also must continue to be made by our churches. Some years ago, I recall a much-touted church speaker saying, “We’ve got the doctrine straight. That we don’t have to worry about. Now we must get on to more important business.” Never mind about the resurrection, the power of baptism, the forgiveness of sins, and the cross; that we’ve got all sewn up! Let’s get on to our more important human plans for the Lord’s church. He surely needs our help. Uh huh. Such thinking is an implicit denial that the Crucified is the living Lord of the church, it ignores that He Himself has told us to teach all that He has commanded us (Mat 28:20). He promises to be with us always and He will be in the preaching of the things we humans think to be quite unimportant or already all sewn up by us. The apostle Paul resisted this with every fiber of his being as we can see in 1 Corinthians 15. We likewise need to be warned against complacency about the stuff we think is unimportant or all sewn up.

Things Christians Say (but shouldn’t)

How Christian Cliches Show and Shape What We Really Believe 

Issues, Etc. Journal 

Vol. 5 No. 3

by Rev. Todd Wilken

(continued from Feb/Mar newsletter)

Works, not Faith

Beware of ideas borrowed from Unitarians.  “Deeds, not creeds” was a saying first popularized by the Unitarian Universalists.  Later, it caught on within the ecumenical movement.  Its latest champion is none other than Rick Warren.10 


Warren finds “deeds, not creeds,” appealing because he thinks it has a potential to unite otherwise divided Christians: 

The first Reformation was about creeds; I think this one will be about deeds.  I think the first one was about what the church believes; I think this one will be about what the church does.  The first Reformation actually split Christianity into dozens and then hundreds of different segments.  I think this one is actually going to bring them together.  Now, you’re never going to get Christians, of all their stripes and varieties, to agree on all of the different doctrinal disputes and things like that, but what I am seeing them agree on are the purposes of the church.11


“Deeds, not creeds” should never be uttered by a Christian.  For the Christian, a creed is simply a profession of faith in Jesus Christ.  The Bible is full of creeds: 


I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world…I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God…We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved…We believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more…We believe that Jesus died and rose again.12


A creed is a profession of faith in Jesus Christ.  So, try this: substitute the word “faith” for “creed”, and the word “works” for “deeds” in Warren’s statement above.  The first Reformation was about faith; I think this one will be about works.  Warren thinks that we need to work on works.


Now, Warren is half right.  The first reformation was about faith.  The first reformation made it clear that God declares sinners righteous through Faith in Christ alone.  But the first reformation was also about works.  Namely, that faith produces works.  Christians can work on works till the cows come home and not produce a single good work.  Christians produce good works only when they trust Christ’s work.


Would a new reformation of works complete what was left unfinished by the first reformation?  Daniel Preus says no:


I would call those calls for a second reformation a call to renounce the reformation that God put into place through Luther and the other reformers in the 16th century.  He [Warren] would return us to that doctrine against which Luther and the other reformers fought.13


The medieval Catholic Church invented “deeds, not creeds.”  They knew all about working on works.  They had it down to a system.  


Ironically, “deeds, not creeds” is a creed.  It is a creed that dismisses Christian professions of faith as divisive and counterproductive to the Church’s purpose.  It is a creed that professes faith in deeds.


A Unitarian can say “deeds, not creeds” because he doesn’t believe in anything to speak of.  A Christian, by definition, believes in Jesus.  A Unitarian can say “deeds, not creeds” because he thinks doctrine is a bad thing.  A Christian knows that doctrine is good.  A Unitarian can say “deeds, not creeds” because his deeds are all he has.  A Christian believes that Jesus’ deeds are all he needs.

A Church of, by and for Boomers

We come now to those Christian clichés most closely associated with my generation.  There’s a common theme; see if you can detect it:

*The Church must change or die

*This isn’t your grandfather’s church

*A Church for this generation

*A new way of doing Church

*Reinventing Church

*God is still speaking

*God is doing a new thing


We’re the Boomers, we know better.  For the Boomers, the Church’s biggest problem is that it’s the Church – and they are determined to change that.  

Remember, this is the generation of perpetual adolescents, convinced that their parents (and grandparents) are either stupid, out of touch, or both.  Instead of outgrowing their childish ways, they impose those ways on the rest of us.  They insist on re-creating every thing in their own image.  They are forever fixing what isn’t broken.  Let’s examine their clichés one at a time.

The Church must change or die.  This is the ecclesiastical panic button.  The Church is in mortal danger.  Unless something is done immediately the Church is doomed.  It’s based on an evolutionary theory of the Church.  The Church has survived only by changing and adapting to her environment.  

But the Church doesn’t operate according to the theory of evolution; the Church operates on the fact of the Resurrection.  The Church lives because Jesus lives; the Church survives because Jesus cannot die.  So there’s no reason to panic.  

This isn’t your grandfather’s church.  In 1988 Oldsmobile introduced the advertising tag line, “This is not your father’s Oldsmobile.”  Oldsmobile’s goal was to appeal to a new generation by distancing itself from everything the company had stood for before.  Rob Walker of Slate magazine observes:

The problems with this, of course, were: a) It said what Olds wasn’t, but not what it was, and b) it more or less informed a generation of Olds loyalists that their choice was now considered an embarrassment.14

The ad campaign didn’t only fail; it backfired.  Walker writes: “This had the net effect not of reinventing the Olds brand identity but of carving it in stone.”

Nevertheless, the Boomers in the Church couldn’t resist.  They added a generation, “This isn’t your grandfather’s church.”  This obvious attempt to distance the Church of today from the Church of the past is just funny.  Funnier still is the fact that many of those saying, “This isn’t your grandfather’s church” are grandparents.

What was wrong with grandpa’s Church anyway?  Do we really want to tell a generation of Christians that they and their Church are an embarrassment?

A new way of doing Church.  This one isn’t even a complete sentence, therefore is ambiguous.  Is it “A new way of doing Church is a good idea”?  Or is it “A new way of doing Church is a bad idea”? Maybe it’s “A new way of doing Church is heresy.”  It’s hard to tell.

What exactly does “doing Church” mean?  Ah!  There’s the genius of this little phrase: it means whatever you want it to mean.

A Church for this generation.  Like the previous three, this cliché is also based on the ideas that the Church of yesterday is irrelevant today.  But think about that idea.  If it applies to different generations, wouldn’t it also apply to different incomes, social standings, and races?  How about “a Church for the Rich” or “a Church for the Poor” or “a Church for White People”?  Ridiculous, you say?  Exactly.

Reinventing Church.  Al Gore did it.  Madonna has made a career of doing it.  Hey, if they can do it, the Church can too.  

This one says it all.  The Church is a human invention.  If we invented it, we can re-invent it.  In fact, we must.  Obsolescence is the enemy of every human invention.  Human inventions are updated, upgraded and customized as the market demands.  

Yes, yes, Jesus said, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.”  Jesus didn’t understand the fickle fortunes of the marketplace.  If we don’t reinvent the Church, the forces of the market may succeed where the gates of hell have failed.  

God is still speaking.  This is actually the theme of the United Church of Christ’s most recent advertising campaign.  The tag line quotes the theological heavyweight, Gracie Allen: “Never place a period where God has placed a comma.”  This is the UCC’s way of saying that God told them to support partial-birth abortion and perform same-sex marriages.  It’s a bit odd that a denomination that largely denies the authority of Scripture would suddenly start listening to what God is supposedly saying.  Say good night Gracie.  


God is doing a new thing.  This cliché has been used to justify everything in the Church from guitar solos to gay bishops.  And isn’t it funny how the “new thing” God wants to do always turns out to be exactly what the Boomers wanted to do?  Oh, and by the way, if you stand in their way, you are opposing God Himself.  Have a blessed day.


The good news is that the Boomers tyranny of change and hokey clichés can’t last forever.  The bad news is that it’s far from over.  

The Pattern of Sound Words…


All of these things that Christians say (but shouldn’t) have one thing in common.  None of them are found in the lexicon of Scripture.  They are a foreign language – foreign to the way Scripture speaks.  Christians should speak the Scriptural dialect.  Scripture is our native language.  Paul told Timothy:

Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.15

Paul knew that for good or for ill, words we use both show and shape what we believe.  Paul knew that when we start thinking of a new way to say something, we usually end up saying something new.  Paul knew that when we say something new, we usually end up believing something new.  Paul knew that “the pattern of sound works” is sound because it constantly speaks of that “faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.”

1 James 4:13-15

2 Matthew 12:34

3 Dale Meyer, “The Meyer Minute” August 8, 2006

4 chialpha.ca/accept.htm

5 Genesis 6:5

6 Jeremiah 17:9

7 Proverbs 20:9

8 Mark 7:21-23

9 Bo Giertz, The Hammer of God, Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1960, p. 147  

10 The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, “Myths of the Modern Mega-Church”, May 23, 2005, Key West, Florida, pewforum.org/events/index.php?EventID=80.  See also Trennis Henderson, “Rick Warren Challenges Baptists to Launch ‘New Reformation’”  Associated Baptist Press, August 1, 2005, www.abpnews.com/485.article

11 The Pew Forum, “Myths of the Modern Mega-Church”

12 John 11:27; acts 8:37, 15:11; Romans 6:8-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14

13 Daniel Preus, Issues, Etc. radio program, “Is the Reformation Over?”  December 7, 2005, www.kfuo.org/ie_archive_dec05.htm

14 Rob Walker, “Oldsmobile: Victim of Its Own Brand”

15 2 Timothy 1:13

The World In the Church

By Rev. Laurence White Our Savior Lutheran Church, (LCMS) Houston, TX

(continued from Feb/Mar newsletter)

Liturgical worship is biblically authentic because its focus is neither the mind nor the emotions of man, but upon the self-disclosure of God of Christ revealed in Holy Scripture.  In 2000, then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger published a book entitled The Spirit of the Liturgy.  The man who would become Pope Benedict XVI had it exactly right when he observed:

“Man himself cannot ‘make’ worship.  If God does not reveal Himself, man is clutching empty space.  Moses says to Pharoah, ‘We do not know with what we must serve the Lord’ (Exodus 10:26).  These words display a fundamental law of all and reveals how we can worship Him.  In any form, liturgy includes some king of ‘institution.’  It cannot spring from imagination, our own creativity – then it would remain just a cry in the dark or mere self-affirmation.  Liturgy implies a real relationship with Another, who reveals Himself to us and give our existence a new direction.” (Ratzinger, pp. 21-22)

While I do not often find myself quoting the Roman Pope with approbation, in this instance the Pontiff make the crucial point both eloquently and effectively.  Worship that man makes for himself is indeed nothing more than “clutching empty space.”  Genuine worship cannot “spring from imagination, our own creativity.  Then it would remain just a cry in the dark our mere self-affirmation.”  Benedict went on to use Israel’s worship of the Golden Calf as an apt illustration of every human attempt to worship God on our own terms.  His words about ancient Israel described the character of most contemporary worship with precise accuracy:

“The people cannot cope with the invisible, remote, mysterious God.  They want to bring Him down into their world, into what they can see and understand.  Worship is not longer going up to God, but drawing God down into one’s own world.  He must be there when He is needed, and He must be the kind of God that is needed.  Man is using God, and, in reality, even if it is not outwardly discernible, he is placing himself above God.”  (Ratzinger, pp. 22-23)

This is indeed the essence of the problem with much of what passes for worship today.  We have dragged God down to our level, on our terms.  We have refashioned Him in our image to meet our own perception of our needs.  And if He does not give us what we think we want, we will go elsewhere, because we are in charge.  Thus, in the end we are left “clutching empty space.”

The historic liturgies of Christendom are drawn directly from God’s self-disclosure in Christ through Scripture.  The rhythms, and in most cases the very language of the liturgy, are thoroughly biblical.  Therein lies their authenticity and their power.  Liturgical worship is a dialog between God and man, a dialog initiated and defined by God Himself in His Word.  The ancient liturgies of the Church are specifically designed to direct man’s attention beyond his natural preoccupation with himself to the Means of Grace through which God conveys His undeserved love to us in Christ.  Therein lies their authenticity and their power.  That direction was never more urgently needed than it is today.  

It is presumptuous to the point of arrogance to assume that a busy pastor or minister of music could produce worship services of comparable substance on a weekly basis.  It is equally unrealistic to conclude that the structure of our worship may simply be copied from successful (in terms of bodies and bucks) mega-churches.  Generic evangelicalism worships in the way that it does because of its doctrinal convictions (or the absence thereof).  The same is true of historic Lutheranism.  If you worship like an Arminian, decision theology, non-sacramental protestant, you will ultimately become one.  “Lex orandi – Lex credendi.”

VI. Conclusion

Time will not allow us to continue this analysis of the intrusion of worldliness into other areas of the Church’s life.  Our preoccupation with worldly statistical success in place of Biblical faithfulness; our changing perceptions of the office of the ministry in terms of secular management skills and effectiveness; our willingness to consign the Church to irrelevant silence on the great moral issues of life and family now before the culture because of a mistaken equation of the biblical doctrine of the Two Kingdoms with the secularist assertion of the absolute separation of church and state; our abdication of responsibility for the mental and emotional health of our members to the godless; often overtly anti-Christian practices of modern psychiatry and psycho-therapy…these are among the most obvious of other concerns related to the intrusion of worldliness into the life of the Church which urgently require discussion and resolution.  Unhappily we cannot pursue them today.

We must, instead, conclude where we began, with the humble repetition of our Lord’s prayer that we who are His people may remain in the world but not of the world.  To that end we pray, as did He, that our gracious God may sanctify us in the Truth of His world.
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	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	BETHESDA RESALE BRUNCH
	10 am - LUKE
	7 pm - ACTS
	
	

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	12 pm - CHURCH DINNER

12 pm - ADULT CLASS
	6:30 pm - JR CONFIRMATION
	7 pm - LWML & VOTERS
	10 am - LUKE
	7 pm - ACTS
	
	

	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19

	12 pm - ADULT CLASS
	6:30 pm - JR CONFIRMATION
	
	10 am - LUKE
	7 pm - ACTS
	
	

	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26

	12 pm - ADULT CLASS
	6:30 pm - JR CONFIRMATION
	
	10 am - LUKE
	7 pm - DANIEL
	
	

	27
	28
	29
	30
	
	
	

	12 pm - ADULT CLASS
	6:30 pm - JR CONFIRMATION
	6:30 - 8pm

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
	10 am - LUKE
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	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	
	
	
	
	ASCENSION DAY

7:30 pm - FESTIVAL SERVICE

FEAST TO FOLLOW
	
	

	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	12 pm - CHURCH DINNER

12 pm - ADULT CLASS
	
	6:30 pm - ELDERS

NO 
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
	10 am - LUKE
	7 pm - DANIEL
	
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17

	12 pm - ADULT CLASS
	
	6:30 - 8pm - CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
	10 am - LUKE
	7 pm - DANIEL
	
	

	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	12 pm - ADULT CLASS
	
	6:30 - 8pm - CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
	10 am - LUKE
	7 pm - DANIEL
	
	

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31

	12 pm - ADULT CLASS
	
	6:30 - 8pm - CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
	10 am - LUKE
	7 pm - DANIEL
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