
Confidently Helpless

I was installed as Trinity’s pastor on October 3, 1999.  This is the first sermon I preached at Trinity on October 10, 1999.  An elder, who wasn’t a member here at the time, recently went back and read this sermon in celebration of my 10th year here.  He suggested I publish it for all.  I haven’t reread it myself before publishing because invariably I would edit it, and I don’t want to do that.  So here it is here, with thanks to the elder who suggested it.

   In 1990 when Iraq invaded Kuwait, I, as a Reserve Chaplain, was at Chaplain Officers Advanced Course in New Jersey.  You should(ve heard the Active Duty Chaplains there.  They were bold and fiery predicting (glorious success,( (wonderful victory( for the United States.  Boy did they sound great.  Wouldn(t you like me to sound that way about my ministry here at Trinity?  (We(re going to take this saving Gospel out into the streets and the people are going to come  pouring in.  These pews are going to be packed.  It will be better than the old days.(
   Is this what our attitude should be?  Doesn(t that seem to conflict with Isaiah 30:15 where the Lord says, (In repentance and rest is your salvation; in quietness and trust is your strength?(  I don(t hear much bravado there, do you?  What I hear is an attitude that could best be described as (confidently helpless.(
   But no one likes to be  helpless, do they?  Do you think when the disciples were in the boat rowing against the wind for hours and getting nowhere that they liked it?  Do you think when Moses was at the edge of the Red Sea with the blood thirsty armies of Pharaoh at his back that he liked it?

 And how about you?  Do you like being helpless in your day to day life?  You go to a government agency and you have to have this form filled out in this way with this proof and that certificate.  You(re helpless before the government bureaucrat.  Your car insurance goes up; your property tax goes up and your health coverage goes down, and what can you do about it?  But it's not just the little problems that make us feel helpless.  Big diseases do too.  Modern medicine is wonderful, but even it gets to the point of saying, (There(s nothing more we can do.(
   Helpless.  Who in their right mind likes feeling that way?  You want me to tell you that I know  Trinity is going to return to her glory days.  You don(t want me to stand up here and say, (We(re helpless.(  But that(s what God wants us to be.  Don(t believe me?  Who is the One who sent the disciples into the boat to row across the Sea of Galilee in the first place?  The Lord.  Who is the one who led Moses to the banks of the Red Sea? The Lord.  In fact, who is the one who left  the assertive Prince of Egypt in the wilderness of Midian tending sheep for his father-in-law for 40 years till he himself was certain he was helpless to deliver Israel from Egypt? The Lord.

   Friends, the Lord is the One who delights in sending the full away empty and in filling the empty  with good things.  The Lord is the One who is called in Scripture the Help of the helpless not the Help of those who help themselves.  You see what impresses us just doesn(t impress God.  Psalm 147 says the Lord doesn(t take delight in the strength of a horse or in the legs of a man.  Psalm 39 says that every man at his best is mere breath.  Psalm 146 ad
monishes us not to put our trust in the best of men because over against the real problems of life or of churches even the best of men or women are helpless.

   Yes, while we don(t like to think of ourselves as helpless, that(s indeed what we are.  NASA wouldn(t like to think of themselves as helpless, but even with all their brain power they still forgot to convert meters to inches and so watched helplessly as they crashed a space probe.  Japan would like to think they have the best people working in their nuclear program, but they were apparently helpless at figuring out how much Uranium goes where.

   And do you think I am any better?  The Lord didn(t send you an angel but a poor miserable sinner.  I(m not only helpless to convert meters to inches and to deal with Uranium, but I(m helpless to grow a church.  Worse still I(ll moan and complain and whine while trying.  Yup, all you got was a miserable sinner.  That(s why pastors wear black everyday.  To keep before your eyes that they(re nothing but sinners.

   What can we sinners do here?  Attract people by our friendliness?  You haven(t seen me drive in Austin traffic if you think I(m friendly.  Do you think we(ll attract people with our programs?  Get real; the local Y has more and better programs than we could ever put together here.  Do you think we(ll attract  them with warm fuzzy feelings?  So you think we can out fuzzy Lawrence Welk or an Eagles concert or even a local nightspot?  Not hardly.  Well then, we(ll pack them in with dynamic preaching?  Right.  What you(re seeing and hearing is  what you get.

   We are helpless to do this huge task that is in front of us.  But understand this we would be helpless no matter what the task before us was.  That(s what Luther would say.  In his sacristy prayer, which hangs on the wall of my office, Luther prays: (Use me as an instrument in Thy service.  Only do not forsake me, for if I am left to myself, I will certainly bring it all to destruction.(
     Yes, dear friends if our Lord Jesus should leave us alone here, we will certainly  bring it all to destruction.  But I have Good News: We are not alone here!  In the Collect for this morning we  identified God as the One (whose almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy and pity.(  For whom is mercy and pity?  Is mercy shown to the person who is capable healthy or strong?  No, mercy is for the incapable, sick or weak, that is mercy is for the helpless.  To whom is pity shown: the bold and the beautiful?  No, to the timid and ugly.  Friends, if we claim to be capable of doing what needs to be done here, we are forfeiting God(s mercy and His pity.  But in confessing ourselves to be helpless, we are opening our mouths wide for God to fill us with His pity and mercy.

      You see friends, Jesus came to save real sinners, those helpless over against their sins not those who needed just a little help.  We are but (dust blowing in the wind,( and so He descended into our ashes and dust to redeem our dust and ashes.  He came for the sick not the healthy, the unrighteous, not the righteous, the ungodly not the godly, the helpless not the helpful.

   Dear Friends, your Jesus comes here to Trinity each Sunday in Word and Sacrament not to see what you will do for Him, but to do everything for you.  Lutherans have historically referred to the Sunday service not as a (worship( service in which people gather together to ascribe WORTH to God but as Godesiest, God(s Service, Divine Service.  That(s because on Sunday morning Divinity comes and serves you.  He comes with His Waters of Baptism which do what you never could do: reborn you into the kingdom of heaven and deliver you from the power of the devil.  He comes with Holy Absolution which does what you are helpless to do: send your sins as far away from you as east is from west.  He comes to you with His Body and Blood and thereby places forgiveness, life and salvation into your body personally.  The Lord comes here on Sundays looking for the empty to fill, the down trodden to lift up, the helpless to help.

   Dear Friends, your Jesus comes here to Trinity each Sunday in Word and Sacrament not to see what you will do for Him, but to do everything for you.  Lutherans have historically referred to the Sunday service not as a (worship( service in which people gather together to ascribe WORTH to God but as Godesiest, God(s Service, Divine Service.  That(s because on Sunday morning Divinity comes and serves you.  He comes with His Waters of Baptism which do what you never could do: reborn you into the kingdom of heaven and deliver you from the power of the devil.  He comes with Holy Absolution which does what you are helpless to do: send your sins as far away from you as east is from west.  He comes to you with His Body and Blood and thereby places forgiveness, life and salvation into your body personally.  The Lord comes here on Sundays looking for the empty to fill, the down trodden to lift up, the helpless to help.
   Praise be to Him therefore that we are indeed HELPLESS!  But wait a minute.  I didn’t just speak of being helpless; I spoke of confidence too.  I spoke of being confidently helpless, so where doe the confidence come in?  Our confidence is rooted in what God does, not what we do.  Our confidence is in His works not ours.

   Folks, we will try all sorts of ideas here.  Some might work, some might not.  But what God here will always work.  There is never going to come a day when you(ll find that Baptism won(t wash a child(s sins away, deliver him or her from death and the devil, and give eternal salvation too them.  There is never going to come a day when you(ll come in here burdened with some sin or just your usual pet ones and not find that Absolution forgives them.  There is never going to come a day when you(re going to find Christ only giving us bread and wine.  No, in the Holy Communion, He(s always going  to be here in flesh and blood.  He(s never going to fail to come to you with His sin forgiving, life refreshing, body and blood.

   What we want to focus on here is not what the pastor and people of Trinity plan or do, but what the Holy Trinity does.  Note when we say the Creeds.  At no point do we say, (I believe in me ,( (I believe in the pastor,( or even, (I believe in the members of Trinity.(  We say I believe in God the Father almighty; I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, and I believe in the Holy Spirit.(  We believe in what in them and what they do, not in us and in what we do.

   But I know what you(re going to say, (Yes, Pastor but we also say, (I believe in the Holy Christian Church, don(t we?(  Now, I(ve got you.  Notice with those words we(re not referring to Trinity, Austin, or the Texas District or the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, or even the whole Christian Church on earth.  We are speaking of the Church both in heaven and earth, the Church that is the Bride of Christ which Christ washes, adorns, preserves and protects.  The Church which is the Mother of all Christians.

   Do children take care of mothers or mothers take care of children?  Those of you who have been laboring under the very heavy load of, (We have got to do something to save Trinity,( need to drop that load.  Have you ever seen how distraught a child gets when he or she thinks it(s up to them to take care of an adult(s problem?  Look in the mirror.  That(s your face when you think it(s up to you to save Trinity.  No, dear child of God, the Lord has put His Church on earth to take care of you not for you take care of her.

      (Well, who toted all those boxes and typewriters the other Saturday and who cooked all that food last Sunday?  If the Lord(s Church was doing that, how come I got all tired and sweaty?(  Yes, who is going to do all of that if we flesh and blood members of Trinity don(t?  Friend, to be sure there all sorts of projects, work days, and things that the Lord isn(t going to send angels to do.  But, and hear me well, the Church, this church, will not stand or fall based on how much or how well we do such things.  The Church, this church, is the Lord(s Body. He(ll take care of His Body just as you do yours.  He doesn(t need our worry and fretting.  Moreover, not only will He sustain His own Body but the Lord will use it to give your body and soul the forgiveness, life and salvation that you need for today, tomorrow, and for eternity. Amen

Rev. Paul R. Harris

Trinity Lutheran Church, Austin Texas

Pentecost 20 (10-10-99), Isaiah 30:15

2009-2010 Trinity Social

Calendar

February 2010

  7 Sunday- Church Dinner (Norman) 

  10 Wednesday- Movie night at Alamo Draft House, ~ 7 pm.

March 2010

  7 Sunday- Church dinner (Norman) 

  AISD Spring Break is 15-19.

  14-16 Sunday- Tuesday – Camping trip to McKinney Falls, leave after church. 

   28 Sunday- Palm Sunday meal (youth) 
April 2010
  Easter is April 4. 

  18 Sunday- Game night, Hot dogs 

   Some Fridays- Round Rock Express game

May 2010 

   2 Sunday- Church Dinner (Norman) 

   13 Thursday- Ascension Dinner (Ike) 

June 2010 

   10 Thursday- Blue Bell Factory Tour. Leave by 10am, people pitch in $ to rent van. 

July 2010 

   18 Sunday- Bowling 

August 2010 

   1-5 Sunday- Thursday- Galveston Trip 
“Pray About It”

2009-2010 Advent/Lent
Sermon Series


I tell people all the time, “Pray about it.”  That’s not enough instruction.  St. Paul says, “We (including him) do not know what we ought to pray for...” (Romans 8:26). The disciples who were so thick in so many ways at least knew they needed to be taught how to pray.  In answer our Lord gave them and us The Lord’s Prayer which we will study in the Divine Service on Wednesday evenings during Advent and Lent.

02/17/10
A Good Lenten 



Prayer – Ash 




Wednesday

02/24/10
A Good Daily Prayer 

03/03/10
A Daily Prayer Must

03/10/10
A Strange Prayer

03/17/10
A Prayer for a Good 


Death

03/24/10
The Reason to Say 



“Amen” Confidently


All services are on a Wednesday; they start at 7:30 PM, and with the exception of Ash Wednesday you can be heading to your car at 8:20.  I announce the theme of the sermon series so far in advance, so that I may whet your appetite, and you would make plans to attend.  

Lenten factoids

tc \l1 "Lenten factoidsLenten Factoids: The original period of Lent was 3 days: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.  By the 3rd century, it was extended to 6 days and called Holy Week which is the week before Easter.  Around 800 AD during the reign of the great Christian emperor, Charlemagne it was increased to 40 days.  The Sundays in Lent are not included.  The 40 days correspond to the 40 days in which Jesus fasted in the wilderness in preparation for His battle with Satan...a battle He won by the way.
   The earliest Lent can begin is February 5.  That last happened in 1818.  The latest that it can begin is March 10.  That will not happen again until 2038.
   The day before Ash Wednesday is called Shrove Tuesday.  The word (shrive( means to cut off, and it means to forgive sins.  It was the custom on Shrove Tuesday to go to confession and have one(s sins forgiven in preparation for Lent.  The day was also one of (saying farewell to meat,( which is the meaning of the Latin word (carnival.(  So the custom was to use up all the fat in the house by making jelly rolls or pancakes, and to feast on a roast of fat meat.  (Mardi Gras( is the French name for the day, and it means (Fat Tuesday.(
Originally, no meat was eaten during Lent, but this was gradually reduced to only Fridays and Wednesdays when fish was eaten instead.

(Giving up something for Lent( is not done to do something for Jesus, the One who did it all for us, but to purposely focus on spiritual things more than on physical things.

The most important thing about Lent is that it is the time we consider more closely the last week of Christ(s life, actually the last two days, where He suffered the most intensely for our sins.  This time in Christ(s life is called the Passion.  Every year for Lent we read the account of Jesus(s Passion.  Over the six Wednesdays of Lent we read it from the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  On Good Friday, we hear it from St. John.  By following Christ on His way to the cross, we identify closely with His suffering.  When Easter comes we celebrate with great joy His Resurrection.

  About Higher Things               The mission of Higher Things, Inc. is to assist parents, congregations, and pastors in cultivating and promoting a Lutheran identity among youth through conferences, retreats, publications, and the internet.

To fulfill this mission, Higher Things:
· Catechizes youth through instruction in Christian doctrine and life;

· Involves youth in the mission of the Church to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people;

· Publishes periodicals, literature, curricula, and other resource materials using print media and the internet;

· Organizes conferences, retreats, and seminars to help youth become informed and active members of their congregations;

· Encourages youth to consider vocations of service in the church;

· Establishes networks for congregations to share resources for youth ministry;

· Connects high-school and college youth with faithful Lutheran campus ministries and assists congregations and campus ministries in their service to Lutheran college students.                                           http://www.higherthings.org/about.html
Given 2010 – University of Memphis in Memphis, TN July 6-9, 2010

   We live in a culture of blurry religious distinctions and do-it-yourself spirituality. Youth, especially, need solid ground that will nurture lasting Christian faith.  Rather than treating youth as an adolescent subculture and subjecting them to experiences that cannot be replicated at home, Higher Things believes in challenging youth to learn the pure doctrine of the Christian faith. By teaching them the same message that they hear at home, youth grow in the fullness of the Christian faith as they come to appreciate historic liturgical practice and its unique focus on God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation for us delivered in Word and Sacrament.          
Take, eat; this is My Body given for you. This is My Blood, poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Sound familiar?                                                     
Jesus does the giving, we are the ones given-to. Jesus gives His life for us on the Cross and we are given His Cross-won forgiveness in the Divine Service - in the Word, in Holy Absolution, in Holy Baptism, and His Supper. As Jesus gives us His life and salvation in the Divine Service, so we are given to pray in His Name, to praise and to give thanks unto our Father in heaven. And just as we are given the gift of Jesus in the Divine Service, so also He gives us as a gift to our neighbors.                                  
This year, in Utah and in Tennessee, Lutheran youth will gather to rejoice in all that we are  GIVEN in the Divine Service where Jesus gives us His actual Body to eat and His Blood to drink!  His Word and Sacraments enliven us to  be given in service to our neighbors. And it’s all given to us in the Divine Service - the Cross, forgiveness, eternal life, salvation, and service to others!

The Brotherhood of Sgt. Schultz

   The CTCR has released it’s response to a 2007 convention mandate “To Provide Further Discussion and Guidance on the Matter of Serial Prayer.”  This goes back to 2004 Res. 3-06A where the convention commended for study Guidelines for Participation in Civic Event “to help pastors, teachers, and church workers make decisions about participation in civic events” (2004 Proceedings, p. 131).

    Part of what bothered some, a few “Troublers of Israel” and no churchmen for sure, was the Guidelines introduction of the heretofore unknown concept of serial prayer.  We’ll let the Guidelines speak for themselves.

    The members of the Commission disagree about the issue of so-called “serial” or “seriatim”** prayers involving representatives of different religious (Christian and/or non-Christian) groups or churches. Some members of the Commission believe that under no circumstances is it permissible for LCMS pastors to participate in any type of an event in which various Christian and/or non-Christian leaders “take turns” offering prayers, holding that such an activity by its very nature constitutes “joint prayer and worship.” The majority of the Commission believes that in some instances it may be possible and permissible for LCMS pastors to participate in such an event as long as certain conditions are met (e.g., when the purpose of the event in question is clearly and predominately civic in nature, and when it is conducted in such a way that does not correspond to the LCMS understanding of a “service”; when no restrictions are placed on the content of the Christian witness that may be given by the LCMS pastor; when a sincere effort is made by those involved to make it clear that those participating do not all share the same religious views concerning such issues as the nature of God, the way of salvation, and the nature of religious truth itself).
    It should be noted in this connection that all members of the Commission agree that, understood from a Christian perspective, prayer is always in some sense “an expression of worship.” The question is whether it is possible under any circumstances for an LCMS pastor to offer a prayer in a public setting involving a variety of religious leaders without engaging in “joint prayer and worship.” Some believe that this is not possible. The majority believes that it may be possible depending on such factors as how the event is arranged and understood and how the situation is handled by the pastor in question, in order to make it clear that “joint prayer and worship” is not being conducted or condoned.
    (** “seriatim” is a legal term for “one after another” as when a court elects to decides to address multiple issues in a particular order.  I would argue, if any one was really arguing this at all, that as it is one court deciding multiple issues the implication for prayer is the other way.  Many are addressing one.)

     After 17 months of deliberation the CTCR came up with the Sgt. Schultz response of “I know nothing; I see nothing.”  I’ll let them condemn, I mean speak, for themselves: 

     The Commission has carefully re-examined the discussion of “‘serial’ or ‘seriatim’ prayers” on pages 19-20 of its report Guidelines for Participation in Civic Events (April 2004).* Although some “further clarification” (cf. 2007 Res. 3-05) may be possible in terms of applying the “conditions” discussed in this section of the report to various events and situations that have arisen in the past, it is impossible to provide specific guidance for any and all events that may arise in the future. We simply cannot anticipate the precise nature, purpose, or context of every occasion that may arise in the future or set forth specific parameters surrounding participation in these types of events beyond what is already stated in the 2004 report. Ultimately, this is a matter that requires the exercise of pastoral judgment at a particular time and place. When presented with such a situation, a pastor is, of course, urged to consult with other pastors and advisors for counsel with regard to how to respond to such requests within his particular context.
Adopted Unanimously by the CTCR Dec. 13, 2008
    See how they wish never to speak of the Yankee Stadium Prayer service?  Sure “some ‘further clarification’ may be possible in terms of applying the ‘conditions’ discussed in this section of the report to various events and situations that have arisen in the past” but they choose not to.  Though this flagrant unionistic and syncretistic service still burns bright in the minds of any truly confessional Lutheran, the CTCR still refuses to be clear that when an event opens with an invocation, two in fact, and closes with a benediction and is called a prayer service, one cannot take part without placing Jesus on the same level as the gods of the Jews, Muslims, Sikhs, et al. 

    Truthfully, even this wouldn’t satisfy this narrow-minded, knee-jerk, “Troubler of Israel.”  Even if it’s a group of people standing in a field with no preceding comment, I couldn’t take my turn praying to the True God amidst those praying to idols.  And no I couldn’t do it with my brothers in Christ either lest I give the impression that the True God doesn’t care what a Christian believes, teaches, or confesses about any other doctrine other than the deity of Christ.

     Furthermore, I must live on a different planet than the CTCR.  Have you ever attended or heard about a civic event where “a sincere effort is made by those involved to make it clear that those participating do not all share the same religious views concerning such issues as the nature of God, the way of salvation, and the nature of religious truth itself?” This would take more than Mr. Smith going to Washington. It would take Prophet Elijah going to Mount Carmel.

     To all of us fighting the good fight to save the good ship Missouri; to all of us who are going to stay in that ship till they cast us overboard; to all of us veterans of Christian wars I ask, Where is the hue and cry?  Where are our trumpets sounding a clear note of repentance?  O I know; they will sound in the resolutions with which we will flood our District conventions.

     No, they won’t.  We will blow our own horns the same place we always do: in our quiet conventicals of like-minded men over beer and cigars.  There we will find the courage to speak out, to rage against the powers that be, to declare, “Something has got to be done!”  And then we’ll take another drink of beer and another puff of cigar content that we’ve done our part by being outraged.  Cowards all are we.  We aren’t even Mr. Smith’s let alone Elijah’s.  We’re Sgt. Schultz’s.
Washington Says 28 People Have Requested Assisted Suicide Drugs Since March by Steven Ertelt
LifeNews.com Editor September 9, 2009

Olympia, WA (LifeNews.com) -- The first report from the state health department in Washington finds 28 people requested assisted suicide drugs since the new law allowing the practice went into effect in March. The new figures show 16 of the patients have since died, though the state won't say if they died from natural causes or using the barbiturates.                               
          
The pro-euthanasia group that promoted the I-1000 ballot initiative making Washington the second state to legalize assisted suicide says it knows of 11 people who have killed themselves so far.                                         
The head of the group relied on an old pro-abortion slogan to say the assisted suicide law is working as well in Washington as it has in Oregon, the first state to advance it.                           
"Deaths under the Death With Dignity Act have been safe, legal and rare," Robb Miller, executive director of Compassion & Choices of Washington, said at a press conference.                   
Dan Kennedy, the director of Human Life, the statewide pro-life group, talked with LifeNews.com about the new statistics.                                  
          
"Those diagnosed as terminally ill in Washington State now have a target on their back, as a result of assisted suicide," he said. "Instead of providing loving care, effective pain management, and fulfillment at the end of life, Compassion & Choices plays on fears and depression." 
"Given the current debate on health care, this is an ominous sign of things to come, if we don't stop it," he added.              
           
Eileen Geller, president of True Compassion Advocates, told the Seattle Times that there have been too many deaths and she worries the number will grow as the years go by.              
                                       
"We ought not be celebrating numbers of people who have died from a lethal drug overdose," she said. "We don't believe assisted suicide is the answer to anything."                     
Geller said the euthanasia proponents are using the new figures as a "marketing" technique to expand assisted suicides further and called that disingenuous.                                      
She also worries the disabled and elderly will be pushed into dying and says that more must be done to treat pain and the depression that could lead some to kill themselves.                               
Linda Fleming, a pancreatic cancer patient from Sequim, was the first to die with drugs given to her by her doctor. 

The Washington state law requires two doctors to certify that the patient has a terminal condition and less than six months to live. The patient must make two oral requests for assisted suicide 15 days apart and a written request witnessed by two people.                                  
However, in Oregon, pro-life advocates point to abuses of the assisted suicide law.                 
Oregon resident Barbara Wagner found out Oregon health officials would pay for a suicide but not medication to treat her cancer.                                        
After her oncologist prescribed a cancer drug that could slow the cancer growth and extend her life, Wagner was notified that the Oregon Health Plan wouldn't cover it. It would cover comfort and care, including, if she chose, assisted suicide.                                          
Meanwhile, Alex Schadenberg, the head of the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, told LifeNews.com after Oregon released its last report on assisted suicides, that "the reporting system continues to lack any safeguards for the people who die by assisted suicide based on the fact that reporting is completed by the physician who prescribes the lethal drugs."                                 
That is a problem since the physician who gave the patient the drugs was only present at the time of ingesting the lethal drugs 11 times or 18.3 percent of the time when patients died.                          
Schadenberg said many people who support assisted suicide say they do so because they want to make sure patients have adequate pain control, but he noted that the report indicates just three of the 60 people who died by assisted suicide listed concerns about inadequate pain control as a reason for requesting it.            
                                    
Pro-life advocates are also worried that only two people received proper psychological evaluations prior to getting the lethal drugs. With many patients citing depression as a reason for an assisted suicide, they say patients should receive better mental health care rather than an assisted suicide.                                 
The report also indicates that 59 physicians wrote 88 prescriptions -- indicating some doctors are writing more than one lethal prescription for patients.                                         
That leads pro-life advocates to wonder if they are truly finding better alternatives for their patients or just encouraging them to seek death as a solution.                                        
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          Purpose and Scope:                    This policy serves to outline the terms and conditions under which the buildings and property belonging to Trinity Lutheran Church may be used.  The policy applies to members of Trinity Lutheran and non-members as outlined below.                         






         Members:                                 Members of Trinity Lutheran Church may use the property belonging to Trinity as follows:

· The Sanctuary is for sacred uses only, such as the Divine Service for those with whom we are in fellowship.  Fellowship status is determined by the Pastor in consultation with the Board of Elders.

· All other property may be available for use at the discretion of the Board of Trustees in consultation with the Pastor.

· To reserve the property or schedule an event, details about the event should be provided to any member of the Board of Trustees no less than two weeks in advance.  Please note that this is the minimum notice accepted and that a “first come, first served” approach will be taken to all conflicting requests.   Official Church activities will have priority over all requests.

· Tables, chairs, overhead projectors, TV, and podiums may be rearranged and/or moved out of the way.  All other furniture is to remain in place.  Any additional furniture, art work, etc. must be approved by the Board of Trustees in consultation with the pastor.  The user shall be responsible for restoring the room to its original configuration or pay the Building Curator $50 to do this.

· The member requesting to use the property must either agree to clean the building or property at the end of the event or pay a fee of $100 to have it cleaned by the Church’s janitorial service.  If the member is electing to pay the fee, it shall be paid to the Building Curator made payable to Trinity Lutheran Church.

· Use of the property for storage or other minimal impact activities may be approved by the Board of Trustees in consultation with the Pastor.  The fees associated with such use will be negotiated at the time of approval.

Non-Members:

Non-members may use the property belonging to Trinity as follows:

· Sanctuary use is not permitted.

· All other property may be available for use at the discretion of the Board of Trustees in consultation with the Pastor.

· All non-members should list a member of Trinity Lutheran as a reference when requesting building use. 

· Vendors, caterers, or businesses must provide proof of liability insurance.

· Tables, chairs, overhead projectors, TV, and podiums may be rearranged and/or moved out of the way.  All other furniture is to remain in place.  Any additional furniture, art work, etc. must be approved by the Board of Trustees in consultation with the pastor. The user shall be responsible for restoring the room to its original configuration or pay the Building Curator $50 to do this.

· To reserve a building or schedule an event, details about the event should be provided to any member of the Board of Trustees no less than two weeks in advance.  Please note that this is the minimum notice accepted and that a “first come, first served” approach will be taken to all conflicting requests.   Official Church activities will have priority over all requests.

· The following fees* will be assessed (Payments shall be made in advance to the Building Curator payable to Trinity Lutheran Church):

· Auditorium – A minimum of $500 for up to 4 hours.  $125 for any part of an hour thereafter

· Fellowship Hall and Courtyard – A minimum of $200 for up to 4 hours.  $50 for any part of an hour thereafter. 

· Classrooms / Education Wing – A minimum of $200 per classroom for up to 4 hours; $50 for any part of an hour thereafter.  A minimum of $800 for all 4 classrooms for up to 4 hours; $200 for any part of an hour thereafter.

· Library – A minimum of $200 for up to 4 hours.  $50 for any part of an hour thereafter.

· All of the above – A minimum of $1000 for up to 4 hours.  $250 for any part an hour thereafter.

· Use of the property for storage or other minimal impact activities may be approved by the Board of Trustees in consultation with the Pastor.  The fees associated with such use will be negotiated at the time of approval.

*Note:  The non-member fee includes a nominal building rental charge, the cleaning fee, and the cost of liability insurance.
Wisconsin Synod Gerrymandering

The Reverend John W. Berg  pastor of Hope Evangelical-Lutheran Church (WELS), Fremont, California.

   Gerrymander, “to achieve a result by manipulating the boundaries of an electoral constituency, or to achieve a predetermined theological result by manipulating the boundaries of the Biblical text.” Ok, I added the second part to the definition, but, I think an apt description of attempts over the centuries to manipulate the text - clever eisegesis as opposed to honest exegesis.

   Rome’s philosophizing aside, theological Protestantism has a long and often silly history of gerrymandering. Perhaps nowhere more so than in regards to the Sacrament of the Altar, specifically in regards to our Lord’s simple “is,” in an attempt to rob the Church of her most precious inheritance, the New Testament in his Blood. This author commented on this in “Is Redividus: Some thoughts on FC TD VII 78, the Synodical Conference and Bill Clinton” (Vol. II, no. 3, July 2004). For Protestantism “is” is ultimately gerrymandered to mean “not is” for it cannot mean “is” to achieve its predetermined belief that the body of Christ, which is otherwise safely ensconced in some distant heaven, cannot be on our altars or touched by profane hands and lips today. Besides, the “flesh avails for nothing,” or thus Zwingli’s gerrymandered “flesh” and his importation of that misunderstanding into the Sacramental debate leaving behind mere Zwingliandered bread and wine, or preferably, grape juice. Calvinism’s more refined teaching still takes the body off the altar, out of the hand of the officiant and from the mouth of the faithful for ultimately “finitum non capax infiniti.” Dr. Martin Chemnitz in his monumental De Coena Domini pins the tail on Sacramentarians of all ages,  “For all the Sacramentarians, no matter who they are, derive some of what they want to believe and understand regarding the Lord’s Supper not from the words of institution in the proper and simple sense clearly conveyed to our understanding, but they come with preconceptions on the basis of other passages of Scripture, most of which say nothing about the Lord’s Supper… It becomes necessary for them to force upon the words of institution their preconceived meaning brought in from elsewhere on the basis of some distorted and twisted interpretation “(The Lord’s Supper, Trans. J.O.A Preus, CPH, 1979, p. 31).

   Lutherans, thus, stand by Dr. Luther’s graffitied words “Hoc est corpus meum” as the text that alone must be determinative when considering the Supper. These words, especially the beleaguered “est,” must be considered and understood in their own context, which context clearly shows that anything short of “is” being “is” is not Biblical. As Dr. Herman Sasse, the preeminent Lutheran theologian on the Sacrament of the Altar in the past century, cautions in regards to the real-presence-sounding words of the Reformed theological giant Karl Barth, 

“If we ask the question whether the bread is the body and the wine is the blood we would receive various answers. Some would say Yes, others would say “Yes, but”, which is the fashionable substitute for No, introduced by Karl Barth” (This is My Body, Openbook Publishers, Adelaide 1977 p. 333).

   The Formula of Concord echoes Luther when it states  “For, we neither want to, are able to, nor ought to let any clever human ideas – no matter how attractive or impressive they may seem – lead us astray from the simple, clear, plain meaning of the Word and testament of Christ and into a foreign position, one which teaches other than the way the words read. Therefore, we shall instead understand and believe them in their simple sense” (FC TD VII 92).

Anything else, we confess, is mere “prattle.”

    However, it seems that some Lutherans are equivocating on which side of the table they wish to sit as yet another assault has been launched against the embattled but dauntless “is.” Perhaps surprising to some is that this incursion comes from the proudly conservative Wisconsin Synod, though not surprising at all to this author and former insider. 

   For those not in the know, the Wisconsin Synod equivocates on whether in the Supper when the celebrant says “This is my body” that one can say the words are true in his speaking. The Wisconsin Synod is receptionist in its understanding of the consecration - though rejecting that label – saying one can’t be certain of the presence until the moment of reception. This de facto receptionism is easily flushed out when you ask, “can one say of the consecrated bread on the altar, the bread about which it is said “This is my body” that it is the true body and blood of Christ?” The answer given is that you may believe it is, but only as a private opinion but you cannot insist that the words spoken by the celebrant are true. Ask the ELS who was strong armed into accepting that position, one that an ELS theologian quietly dubs “Wisconsin Synod agnosticism.”

   Now lest you cast the discussion of this issue onto the heap of “needless controversies,” know that the issue is a simple one – can we believe the words of Christ spoken by the celebrant to be true? Often the uninitiated think that this is about the so called “moment of presence” issue and thus mere leptological hair splitting and logomachia. “What do you care about what is in your hand? Isn’t what matters what we eat and drink?” Of course, the adorable body and the blood of our Lord undistributed save no one, but it is our Lord’s words which tell us what we eat and drink. This is not an obsession about the so called moment of presence, but a serious question as to whether we can say that the Word we speak (“this is my body”) is true and whether the celebrant’s speaking of that Word has efficacy. It also brings to the fore serious questions about the treatment of the consecrated elements of bread and wine before and after the celebration of which we have a certain word of God that it is his true body and blood.

   What I have learned, and predicted, is that the question has moved from what is in our hands to what was in the Lord’s, that is, whether the Word spoken by our Lord in the upper room was true or not in his speaking. What one discovers, and it was inevitable, is that the Wisconsin Synod offers the fashionable “yes, but….”  This was seen on its official web site’s official Q/A in which a simple question flushed out this equivocation (here cut and pasted from the web site),

Q: Another answer said the following: "The WELS does not believe in "transubstantiation," that is, that the bread and wine turn into the body and blood of Christ. While we do believe in "real presence," Scripture does not pinpoint a moment when the body and blood of Christ are present. It simply indicates that when a person partakes of the sacrament, he or she receives not only bread and wine but also body and blood." When Jesus said, "This is My Body", wouldn't that mean that at that point in time He was holding His body? So when the pastor says the words of institution, wouldn't the Body and Blood of Christ be present in, with, and under the bread and the wine at that point in time? Thanks

A: You seek to establish the "moment of real presence" at the time when the officiant repeats our Savior's words and speaks the words of institution. We believe and teach that this opinion or conviction is a valid option for a child of God, but not to be insisted on as the only correct one. To echo the words you cited: "The Scripture does not pinpoint a moment when the body and blood of Christ are present." 

   You ask, "When Jesus said, "This is My Body", wouldn't that mean that at that point in time He was holding His body?" Answer: Not necessarily. The Savior's use of the present tense in speaking did not always have reference to a present reality, chronologically speaking. As in today's language the use of the present tense also serves to emphasize something that can be trusted and will be present or will become reality at a sure but undetermined time. Christ's words in Luke 8:52 may serve as an example. Regarding the daughter of Jairus Jesus uses the present tense and says, "She is not dead but is asleep." Her actual return to life came later, recorded in Luke 8:55 when "her spirit returned". Christ's words were not identifying a "moment of returning to life" but he was assuring the people of something trustworthy and to be experienced and enjoyed a bit later. He might have been doing the very same thing in distributing the Lord's Supper.

   You then ask, "When the pastor says the words of institution, wouldn't the Body and Blood of Christ be present in, with, and under the bread and the wine at that point in time?" Answer: No, not necessarily. Of great importance here is the fact that the officiant's speaking of the so-called Words of Institution at Communion celebrations does not cause or bring about the real presence. Christ's words spoken two thousand years ago accomplish this, not the words of a pastor. The Lutheran Confessions address this subject in more detail in Article VII of the Formula of Concord.

   So, according to the Wisconsin Synod, when our Lord said, “This is my body” what he may have truly said was This…may not necessarily be the present reality of, but you can trust that at some undetermined time in the future will be … my body. Yikes.

    There are three issues in this answer I will address, the truth of our Lord’s words, the example used to show that “is” may not mean “is” and the appeal to the Formula.

What, not When 

    In his joust with Zwingli over this matter Dr. Luther was able to maneuver Ulrich into conceding that the Lord’s words were true in his speaking, but not into conceding  that the action will take place when we speak them, but [that] the words remain a simple description of an action that has taken place (AE 37:181).

   With this concession in hand, Luther quickly moved to secure the real presence for latter day Suppers by showing that the command words “Do this” encompass the descriptive words “This is my body.”  Therefore what can be said about the Supper in the upper room can be said about ours. Realizing that this is true both the questioner and the anonymous Seminary professor (who the site reports generally answer these questions) realize the battle over our Supper is a battle over the Supper in the upper room.  To paraphrase Claus Harms, if our Lord’s words were true in 33, they are still so in 2007. 

   Now it is de rigueur in the Wisconsin Synod to recast this issue as one of the “moment of presence” that is, to paint it as an obsessive desire to divine at what point in time the presence begins.” Of course one can’t. The “moment” of presence debate, as our readers know well, is one with the Papists over whether one can say at what exact moment does the real presence begin. The well known caution of Dr. Luther about “moments” and so forth was directed against the Papists who determined the moment to be after the “cor” of the “corpus” of the “Hoc est corpus” was uttered.  To be fair there were pious concerns about the treatment of the consecrated elements that helped bring the time issue to the fore.  If this is the body of Christ as the words say, then what if. “What if a mouse…? What if a fire breaks out? What if I spill, drop etc?” (Sadly, the blasphemous abuse of the consecrated elements by parading Papists has pushed the pendulum to the other extreme and has been surpassed by the flippancy and careless abuse of the consecrated elements by Protestantized Lutherans.)

   What you note here is that this Wauwatosa theologian doesn’t get that “moment of presence” issue quite straight and misapplies those misapplied cautions even worse. He writes, “To echo the words you [the petitioner] cited: ‘The Scripture does not pinpoint a moment when the body and blood of Christ are present.’" 

   The issue was always “at what point in time does the presence begin.” This Wauwatosa theologian leaves the poor readers of this Q/A in doubt about the presence of the body and blood of our Lord at any moment in time as he casts the presence into an indefinite “future” time. Even a hard core Synodical Conference receptionist has a point in time to which he can point and give assurance. The best case defense of “sloppy writing” for this is no excuse when handling the mysteries.  

   Now that the Verba do not tell us “when” it happens does not mean they do not tell us “what” is present when they are spoken. It is not setting a “moment of presence” as that term is properly understood to simply say that the words of the celebrant are true when they are spoken. To be sure, our Lord did not say “this is my body…. beginning ….now!” as the Papists would have us believe and how Wauwatosa theologians paint (or is it smear) anyone who speaks of a presence prior to the reception as believing. Yet, most assuredly our Lord did not say “this is not necessarily my body but will be at some undetermined time in the future,” as this Wisconsin Synod gerrymandering of the words of our Lord would have us believe.  The mystery of the real presence is not ours to dissect or qualify, but to believe and confess and it is the Word of the Lord which tells us what to believe and confess.

  Pious Lutherans, then, will have none of Rome’s hocus pocus or Wisconsin’s hanky panky and know that the matter before us is not “when it begins,” but “what it is,” and that question is answered by our Lord and so by our Confessions, the words of the celebrant, be he Christ or one of his called and ordained speaking in his stead and at his command. Our Lord said, “This [bread] is my body;’ the celebrant says “This [bread] is my body.” Both are either true or false.

   Now before the Nihil rule (“Nothing is a sacrament without the appointed use [or divinely instituted act]) is brought up in defense of this Sacramental agnosticism please note that that rule was coined against the Papistic abuse of consecrating not to distribute. In that case there is no presence, no Sacrament for the very instituting words have been changed, and hence that “Sacrament” is nothing other than an Unding, “that is, when Christ’s institution is not observed as he established it, there is no Sacrament.” (FC VII 86).  The argument is not that the consecrated elements are not the body and blood of Christ until the distribution, but consecrated elements not distributed are not to be paraded about. 

   Now this argument normally revolves around what can be said of our Suppers when the celebrant speaks today, that is, can we say in the Supper when the celebrant says “This is my body” can we say then that this bread is his body. The Wisconsin Synod says “no.” (The Formula which I just quoted says “yes” but more on that later.) This petitioner, however, takes the argument back to the upper room, that is, can we say when the Lord said “This is my body” was it truly his body. This Wisconsin Synod seminary professor responds with a resounding “mush, mush.”  

(To Be Continued)
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	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	Confirmation 5:00 PM

	
	Luke Class 10:00 AM

Choir 6:30 PM
	7:00 PM  Revelation Class
	
	

	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Church 

Dinner 

12:00 PM
	Confirmation 5:00 PM

	 
	Luke Class 10:00 AM

Choir 6:30 PM

Alamo Draft House 7:00 PM
	7:00 PM  Revelation Class
	
	

	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	
	Confirmation 5:00 PM
	
	Choir 6:30 PM

7:30 PM Ash Wednesday (communion)
	
	
	

	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27

	
	Confirmation 5:00 PM
	
	Choir 6:30 PM

7:30 PM Lenten 
Vespers 
	
	
	

	28
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March 2010

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	Confirmation 5:00 PM

	
	Choir 6:30 PM
Lenten Vespers 7:30
 
	
	
	

	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Church 

Dinner 

12:00 PM
	Confirmation 5:00 PM

	Voters 

Meeting 

7:00 PM
	Choir 6:30 PM

Lenten Vespers 7:30
 
	
	
	

	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	YOUTH CAMPING TRIP 

	Choir

 6:30 PM

Lenten Vespers 7:30

	
	
	

	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27

	
	Confirmation 5:00 PM

	Elders     Meeting   6:30 PM
	Choir

 6:30 PM

Lenten Vespers 7:30

	
	
	

	28
	29
	30
	31
	1
	2
	

	Palm Sunday Youth 

Dinner 

12:00 PM

	Confirmation 5:00 PM
	
	Choir

 6:30 PM


	Maundy Thursday 7:30 PM


	Good Friday

7:30 PM Service of Darkness
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